Livestock Production
Course Syllabus

Instructor  
Mrs. Esparza
Contact Information 
School Phone:  210-945-1100 ext. 19600
Email: besparza@judsonisd.org
Website: www.judsonisd.org
   www.judson.ffanow.org
Office:  E113       
Teaching Philosophy
I believe that children are our future...
I believe each and every child has the potential to bring something unique and special to the agriculture department. I will help children to develop their potential by believing in them, every child is capable of being able to succeed. I will help all children in discovering who they are, so they can express their own opinions and be able to develop their own ideas. 
Course Description
To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge acquire technical knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations.  To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Animal species to be addressed in this course may include, but are not limited to, beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and poultry.  
Course Objectives
During the course of this year, we will cover a wide range of topics concerning Livestock Production.  Some of the topics we will cover are listed below:

· Record Keeping Systems
· Career Development and Entrepreneurship Opportunities
· Livestock Industry
· Livestock Selection (Poultry, Cattle, Swine, Sheep, and Goats)

· Body Systems (Respiratory, skeletal…)

· Animal Breeding
· Ruminant vs. Non-ruminant
· Animal Pests and Diseases
· Restraining Livestock
· Common Veterinary Procedures Associated with Livestock

· Vital Signs & Normal Behavior

· Equine Science
· Record Books- The Texas Education Agency requires that students taking Agricultural Science classes maintain a record book and will be maintained through an online program called AET.  If you have any projects that you are raising or building then you will need to your receipts so that the record book is accurate and will help you gain degrees and scholarships!
Materials Needed
· Folder for handouts and graded papers
· Composition Notebook that will stay in the classroom for daily journals and notes.

· Pen and/or Pencil

Grading Scale
Grades will be determined based on Judson High School grading policy and the following percentages:

Homework: 10%      Test/Major Projects:  40%       Quizzes/Daily Assignments: 50%

Tests/ Major Projects:  These will consist of written tests and projects.  Special projects will include memorizing and reciting the FFA Creed, bird house construction, and a floral design arrangement.  

Daily Assignments:  This will include daily grades from activities and assignments during class.  

· Journals- Students are required to record in their journals in this class.  They will be kept in the classroom, updated by the student at the beginning of each class period, and used to record class notes.  Journals will be available for students to take home to assist with homework or test preparation; however they need to be returned each day for possible grade checks.  

Homework:  This category includes any assignments to be brought home for homework or completed outside of class.  We do not have a lot of homework grades in the class and can be a benefit to your average when we do.  

Late Work:  Grades on late work will be reduced by 10%.  Students have one additional day for each day absent before an assignment will be counted late.  Any work assigned with a future date to turn in will still be due on the day that the student returns.

· If you have any questions please refer to JISD grading policy. 
Attendance
The student will adhere to JHS attendance policy.  Once the bell rings the student must be in the classroom ready to learn.  If you are late you must obtain a tardy pass from a designated tardy station.  
Academic Vocabulary 

Domestication, Vertical Integration, Globalization, Information Age, International Development, Global Development, Land Locked Country, Subsistence Farming, Virus, Bacteria, Parasites, Anthelmintics, Vaccination, Nervous System, Skeletal System, Ossification, Circulatory System, Respiratory System, Sire, Dam, Progeny, Phenotype, Genotype, Breeding Value, Homozygous, Hybrid Vigor, Crossbreeding, Gestation, Parturition, Cow/Calf Operation, Feedlots, Seedstock Producers, Stocker Operations, Fine Wool Breeds, Dairy Breeds, Prolific Breeds, Purebred, Finishing, Enterprise, Exploratory, Entrepreneurship, Research, Experimental, Analytical, Placement, Methodology, Nutrition, Nutrient, Food, Feed, Foodstuffs, Feedstuffs, Diet, Ration, Monogastrics, Ruminants, Dehorning, Docking, Cutaneous, Subcutaneous, Intravenous, Intramuscular, Wormer, Antibiotic, Antiseptic, Contagious, Immunity, Toxin, Disinfect, Heredity, Heritability, Meiosis, Mitosis, Postnatal, Beta-agonist, Muscle Hypertrophy, DNA, Gene, Biotechnology, Programming, Growth Promotion, Job Shadowing, Internship, Volunteering, Aptitude Inventory, Agribusiness, Producer, Processor, Corporation, Cooperative, Commodity, Futures, Supervised Agricultural Experience, LDE, CDE, Recordbook, FFA, Agriculture, Ag Advocacy, Laboratory, Leadership, Communication, Team Work, Horticulture, Floriculture, Animal Science, Food Science, Ag Mechanics, Natural Resources, Agribusiness, Aquaculture, Laboratory Safety 
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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child is enrolled in the Livestock Production at Judson High School.  We are excited about this year and plan to have a positive and productive year.  This course is a laboratory type class, where the students will get the opportunity and exposure to various live animals and the associated skills that accompany the course. 

As with all laboratory classes, there is always a certain level of risk associated with the animals being used.  Your child will be exposed to animals and procedures, if you have any concerns regarding laboratory activities please address them to me.

All of the animals will be evaluated in relation to temperament and will all be vaccinated appropriately for the species (rabies), however animals are unpredictable and even the most well behaved animals can behave unexpectedly.  

At Judson High School, we promote a safe learning environment and will not tolerate any unsafe behavior around the animals.  The laboratory is a place for learning valuable skills that can be used in industry type careers.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by phone or email.

Phone: 210-945-1100 ext. 19600

Email: besparza@judsonisd.org

Thank you,

Mrs. Brittany Esparza
Student Signature: 











Parent Signature: 
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This school district and its career and technology education program does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, age or national origin in its educational program, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI.

